LYNNE HARLOW

Lynne Harlow’s prints and installations are attempts to alter and enhance commonplace materials (such as silks, chiffons, fine nettings and ribbons combined with a careful choice of colors) and spaces in ways that emphasize their essential characteristics and physical presence.  In its limited elements and its pursuit of elegance and lightness, Ms. Harlow’s work looks to the strength and simplicity of Japanese aesthetics.  

Through our daily experiences, we have all come to know (without thinking much about it) that an elevator interior is generally a somewhat dim, somewhat dirty space that moves us from one place to another.  Neutral at best, elevators are infrequently regarded as places themselves, and they are very rarely pleasant.  With this in mind, the artist has transformed an elevator interior from an inconsequential area that people temporarily occupy into an unexpectedly fresh and satisfying place in its own right.  

The entire elevator interior is painted with a bright, high-gloss white paint.  Small details in the elevator, including hardware like screw heads, raised edges of surfaces, etc. are painted with fluorescent yellow paint.  The fluorescent highlights are added sparingly, offering just enough contrast to the white paint to heighten the sensation of brightness in the space.  The brightness should startle in a way that is similar to a crystal clear sky or a freshly scrubbed toilet – unexpected and extremely welcome.

This very intentional, calculated application of paint offers to significantly change the sensation of a 50 second ride to another floor of the building.
